KNOWING another language enriches your
personal life, expands the range of professional
opportunities open to you, and increases your
power to act as a citizen of the world. At the
college level you can begin a new language or
build on your knowledge of a language that
you have already studied. College may also be the
first chance you will have to study languages such
as Russian, Chinese, Japanese, or Arabic. Forget
the myth that you have to learn languages as a
child: in the classroom young adults can be faster
and more effective learners than small children.




Tere are hundreds of aJordable study-abroad programs
available to college students from many disciplines.

Tey range from intensive short-term travel and study
programs to studying in connection with a foreign
university for a semester or year. Internships or volunteer
and service-learning work is often available in other
countries and even locally. Study-abroad programs oler
students the chance for a face-to-face encounter with
another culture, often under the auspices of a United
States academic institution or consortium.

Basic language competency is a prerequisite for study
abroad in most non-English-speaking countries. Once
in the country of your choice, you will find that what
you learned in the classroom will be activated; you will
be able to read, to understand and converse with people.
As returning students put it, “You have to use the
language every day: your language capacity will expand
incredibly.”

Students who have gone abroad frequently report

that the experience changed their life. Many establish
lifetime friendships or contacts that turn into important
professional connections later on. Increasingly, employers
look for this kind of international experience in job
applicants. You can find out about programs available

to you through your language department or in your
institution’s study-abroad o[Jce. And remember also that
there are communities right here in the United States
where languages other than English are frquently spoken.
You may be able to find opportunities to immerse
yourself in another language without international travel,
in a neighborhood very close to your own.

Fluency

Will you be fluent? Fluency has many meanings. After
three or four years of study, depending on the language
and the degree of intensity of study, you should be able



