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Chapter 4 - MEANS OF EGRESS 
 
Program Statement  
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��  Life safety codes generally require at least two exits on each 
floor. These exits should be located as far as possible one from 
the other.  

��  To a considerable extent, the number and width of exits are 
determined by building occupancy. In high hazard occupancy, no 
part of a building should be farther than 75 feet from an exit. From 
medium and low hazard occupancy, this distance may be increased 
to 100 and 150 feet respectively.  

�x Building and structural materials used in the exits will not cause 
injury to the occupants of a building during emergency evacuations.  

�x An exit may be protected by separation. The construction materials of the  
separating walls will meet the following requirements:  

��  One-hour fire resistance rating when the exit connects three 
stories or less.  

��  Two-hour fire resistance rating when the exit connects four or 
more stories.  

�x Exits will be arranged and maintained as to provide unobstructed egress 
from all parts of the building at all times.  

�x Beside exit signs, direction signs indicating the exit route will be used  
when the exit path is not apparent.  

�x Any doorway not constituting an exit way that can be mistaken as such,  
will have the following a warning sign:  

“NOT AN EXIT”  

�x All exits will have adequate and reliable sources of illumination.  

�x Fire alarms will be provided in buildings where fire warnings of other type 
are not effective.  

�x In addition, fire safety codes may require smoke alarms and  
automatic fire extinguishing systems.  
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Arrangement of exits  

�x Any area where the blocking of a single means of egress may results in a 
trap will have an alternative way of exit travel.  

Access to exits  

�x When the room or working space is expected to be occupied with more 
than 50 persons, the doors accessing the means of egress will be side-
hinged and swinging in the direction of exit travel.  

�x The access door to the exit will have a minimum width of 28 inches.  
 
�x Access to exits will be clearly recognizable. 
 
�x Routes of exit access will never be toward a high hazard location, unless 

the path of travel is effectively shielded.  

Exterior routes of exit access  

�x Exterior means of access to an exit such as a balcony, porch, gallery, or 
the roof will be acceptable.  

�x If exterior ways of exit access are considered, provisions will be taken to 
assure that walking surfaces are free of fall hazards (falling on and off the 
walkway).  

Discharge from exits  

�x All exits will discharge directly to the street, a courtyard, patio, or any 
other open space of size adequate to accommodate all persons leaving 
the building.  

�x Each building on campus will have a designated area for assembly, where 
occupants will remain after evacuation.  

�x The building’s assembly area will be documented in the Building Specific 
Plan. 

Headroom  

�x Adequate headroom will be provided in all areas of exit travel.  
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APPENDIX A   

GLOSSARY OF TERMS  
 

Emergency action plan  
A plan describing how employees will respond to different types of emergencies, 
taking into account the specific worksite layout, structural features, and 
emergency systems. 

Exit   
The portion of a means of egress that is separated from all other spaces 


